B The sects of Japanese Buddhism

Sect 13 sects of 18 sects of Honzan Sect founder Main principal idol Main Sutra Comments
Categorization Line The introduction of each sect
Japanese English Japanese Buddhism | Japanese Buddhism (Head Temple) Japanese English Japanese English Japanese English *Also note that the views and impressions here are those of individuals.
G -ji Temple (N Yakushi Nyorai
Sanron sect [ ) 625 al.wgo _J_I g () Ekan ETIPS N L{S ‘ voral B San-ron Sutra
Daian-ji Temple (Nara) (Bhaisajyaguru) - Thought that the essence of all existence is "Z2(Ku)". (22:< 3, #: $unyata)
- "22(Ku)" is thought of Buddhism regarded as "This world continues changing.".
. . (a belief in Buddhism in which everything is regarded as relative)
Exiﬁq Jojitsu sect [ ) - - SR Dozo WER L None Specified e Jojitsu-ron Sutra
Kofuku-ji Temple (Nara) Vijnapti-matrata mandara PRRENE Sandhinirmocana Sutra i G (T - A n _—
N = ara g a s 5
;f?iﬂm Hosso sect [ ) [ ) 661 o]t emple Thar b Dosho Miroku Bosatsu e B Yugashijiron Sutra cory ot s see © can enter Hirvana by doing fong ascetic practices
akushi-ji Temple (Nara, X . e N eory of this sect : "to practice various kinds of Buddhistic austerities".
Yakushi-ji Temple (Nara) (Mait Bodhisattva) [ p e G Th f thi ot ti ious kinds of Buddhisti terities"
aitreya Bodhisattva, s oyuishikiron Sutra
Nara Buddhism line i Teeal ' .
+ The b th f th t is th "H .
i 'fﬁ!\%\n—rﬁ Kusha sect . = = = = HEERL None Specified I EREE AR Abhidharma Kosa Sutra © aslc' R S Sef IS‘ © same as ossousec o .
(Nanto ROkUShU, or the SIX Sects Of Nara) However, this sect assumes "Abhidharma Kosa Sutra" of the origin in India.
[y, o . . Birushanabutsu Kegon-kyo Sutra - A theory of this sect is a philosophical, difficult theory. (For example, "One is others, and others are one")
Kegon sect 740 Todai-ji Temple (Nara) E=cd Shinsho FERRRR
ﬂ}ﬁ?ﬁ . . (Vairocana) = (Avatamsaka Sutra) - The theory of this sect is not to think but to feel.
- Shib —— « This sect attaches great importance to religious precepts of the Buddhism called " (Ritsu)".
irushanabutsu ibun-ritsu Sutra
?i;f: Ritsu sect . . 754 Toshodai-ji Temple (Nara) f Ganjin BEERIL - ) o (Oh — ) - "#(Ritsu)" is a way of thinking called "a rule of the group are important".
airocana armaguptika-vinaya
8 L (This attitudes parallel a current Japanese education in many points.)
- The basic theory of this sect is the same as "Hosso sect".
E/@\z‘—'—"f Shotoku Sect . 1950 Horyu-ji Temple (Nara) BEAT Prince Shotoku =8 Shakyamuni triad ZRER Sangyo Gisho Sutra ! Y ! !
- This sect make it clear that Prince Shotoku is the founder of this sect.
M « This sect is the position of the university of the Japanese Buddhism.
a Shaka N . - — « This sect produced the initiator of many other denominations.
. aka Nyorai RER otus Sutra
9{’5\7_'—'—:\' Tendai sect [ ) [ ) 806 Hiei-zan Enryaku-ji Temple (Kyoto) BE Saicho TNk (Gaut By ddha) B"J%‘J'B;‘ il + This sect thinks that "Mikkyo(Esoteric Buddhism)" is the same as "Kenkyo(exoteric Buddhism)".
autama Buddha AR PE mida-kyo Sutra
h = 4 - Nara has few temples of the Tendai sect. This is because Saicho which is an initiator of this sect was on bad terms
X X i with a temple of Nara.
a Esoteric Buddhism line
y Dainichi N . *B& Dainichi-kyo Sut - This sect is the position of the college of the Japanese Buddhism.
N . ainichi Nyorai ki ainichi-kyo Sutra
a Shingon sect . . 823 Koyasan Kongobu-ji Temple (Wakayama) =i Kukai PNEEIES - by ) ‘ﬁm‘ﬁﬁ;i 7 " ky i - This sect thinks that "Mikkyo(Esoteric Buddhism)" and "Kenkyo(exoteric Buddhism)" are different.
airocana S HITES ongocho-kyo Sutra
= Y - This sect thinks that a sect except this sect is a part of this sect.
n
a
. egon-kyo Sutra (Avatamsaka . eory of this sect : or one and one and one for al
— K kyo Sutra (A: k; Th f thi "Allf d d for all"
i — . . . . . i o X
mﬂﬁﬁ’fAﬁ? Yuzu-Nenbutsu sect . . 1117 Dainenbutsu-ji Temple (Osaka) BRAEEA Ryonin Kigansk Tentoku Nyorai *}‘Eﬁé Sutra) « The word of "B#(Yuzu)" have a meaning as "helps each other".
e Lotus Sutra « Theory of this sect : Let's make the action of chanting a prayer to Amida Buddha ten times in a day.
B
u Amida N . Jod bu-k « Theory of this sect : We can go to Paradise if we advocate a prayer to Buddha (Namu Amida Butsu).
N N . mida Nyorai - odosanbu-kyo
d ,%j:n—i? Jodo sect [ ) [ ) 1175 Chion-in Temple (Kyoto) EREA Honen [SEEEIES (Amitabha T;haga[a) P63 A —— ;me - This sect attaches great importance to a prayer to Buddha very much.
- I think that it is influence of this sect and Jodo-Shinshu sect that a Japanese advocates a prayer to Buddha frequently.
d Jodo line
h Py - bu-k - Theory of this sect : Even if we do not demand the help, Buddha helps us.
S . , mida Nyorai el odosanbu-kyo
) }%iﬁ;‘f‘—( Jodo-Shinshu sect . . 1224 - FREEA Shinran BAISRBE AN X U b o et ] i « This is a way of thinking of Tarikihongan (salvation by faith in Amitabha). (Therefore let's advocate a prayer to Buddha
i == (Amitabha Tathagata) (Three Sutras of the Pure Land)
to thank Buddha.)
S
- Theory of this sect : We must not advocate a prayer to Buddha to demand a result.
m Amida Nyorai Jodosanbu-kyo (Let's advocate a prayer to Buddha earnestly without thinking anything.)
1+ == . . - B N — V] pray: y g any g
= Ji sect 1274 Shojoko-ji Temple (Kanagawa) —BEA Ippen BAI3RpEAN b ek
H‘fT_R . . (Amitabha Tathagata) = (Three Sutras of the Pure Land) | * A thought that all the everyday life is the end of the life.
(Therefore let's always advocate prayers to Buddha not to be sorry.)
« Theory of this sect : to reach the stage of spiritual awakening after getting a delusion out of one's head (State of the
~ Myoshin-ji Ti le (Kyot . . Z
Fasg e Rinzai sect () [ 1191 osbienplloto) BT Minnan Eisai | 387 L None Specified EEEL None Specified ) . ) )
and other - The way of thinking that all life coexists.
(Therefore the principal idol is not appointed in this sect in particular.)
ﬁ:@ = i " . . 1728 Eihei-ji Temple (Fukui) SETTHHER (54R) Dogen R Shaka Nyorai R o il - Theory of this sect : We must not advocate a prayer to Buddha to demand a result.
oto sec 3 ; obogenzo Sutra
SR Soji-ji Temple(Kanagawa) L3 CR4E) Keizan (Gautama Buddha) g - We must not be particular about a spiritual awakening.
Zenshu (Zen Buddhism) line
LR Fuke sect 1254 Myoan-ji temple (Kyoto) DD | Shinchi Kakushin | R1TH#ES Kichiku Zenji mEmL None Specified - The Buddhist priest of this sect is called "mendicant Zen priest".
Shaka N . « The basic theory of this sect is the same as "Rinzai sect".
£ gy . aka Nyora
ﬁ};‘é% Obaku sect [ ) o 1661 Mampuku-ji Temple (Kyoto) FEITHEAm Ingen Flaansk (Gaut E;/ l;d‘h ) EERL None Specified « This sect has a custom to advocate a prayer to Buddha in Chinese.
autama Bu a - An initiator of this sect is the person who introduced kidney beans to Japan.
Shaka Nyorai
.. . . e . " p . FRipoansE (Gautama Buddha) - This sect regarded the Lotus sutra as the supreme dharma. (Other sects are not recognized.)
o) Nichiren sect 1253 Kuon-ji Temple (Yamanashi) HEEA Nichiren TREER Lotus Sutra
HOkke(NIChlren) BUdthSm |Ine EE/ N . . KRERE Great Mandala : = « It is a commoner in the world of the Buddhism even if it is the Emperor.
(Maha Mandala)
« This sect was developed as an mountain religion unique to Japan through incorporation of Shinto religion, Buddhism,
sh h " Ki QT o (Nara) £ & Taoism, and so forth.
> ugenshu sec impusen-ji Temple (Nara n no Gyoja
Other 'ﬂ%%ﬁ%(ﬁ) b (] Nara period i ! . BN vol BEER Zao Gongen HEEML None Specified - The practitioner of austerities of this sect is called Yamabushi (Buddhist monk).

(Shugendo sect)

and other

(En no Ozunu)

- Yamabushi is a practitioner of Shugendo (Japanese mountain asceticism/shamanism incorporating Shinto and
Buddhist concepts) who earnestly walks in the mountains as an ascetic practice.
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